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INTRODUCTION. 


BEFORE  the  meeting  of  p — rl — m— t, 
December  17th,  1765,  it  was  underftood, 
that  Mr.  P —  was  For  the  repeal  of  the  Am — 11 

ft - p  aft,  and  that  the  m - y  concurred 

with  him  in  opinion. 

For  fome  days  before  the  meeting  of  p - 1, 

a  report  had  been  circulated,  that  the  minority 
had  changed  their  mind  in  regard  to  the  aft, 
and,  inflead  of  repealing,  were  bent  on  en¬ 
forcing  it.  If  this  report  did  not  take  its  rife 

among  the  favourers  of  1 — d  B- - ,  it  was 

much  indebted  to  them  for  its  progrefs,  which 
was  fo  great,  as  to  affeft  the  ftocks. 

The  k — ’s  fpeech  on  the  14th  of  January 
gave  cover  to  the  fuggeftion ;  but  when  the 
gentlemen  (who  moved  for  the  addrefs,  and 
feconded  it)  had  fpoken,  nothing  could  be 

clearer  than  that  the  m- - y  perfifted  in  their 

intentions  to  promote  the  repeal. — The  friends 

of  the  late  m - y  applauded  the  k— : ’s  fpeech 

and  approved  of  the  propofed  addrefs,  which, 
as  ufual,  followed  the  fpeech  exaftly.  But 
they  took  great  offence  at  the  tendernefs  of  the 
expreffions  which  the  two  firft  gentlemen  had 
made  ufe  of,  concerning  Am — a.  Mr.  N — g — t 
particularly  infilled,  that  the  honour  of  the 
kingdom  was  concerned  to  compel  the  execution 
of  the  aft,  until  the  right  was  acknowledged, 

A  2  and 


(  4  ) 

and  the  repeal  follicited  as  a  favour  : — That  he 
would  rather  have  a  pepper-corn  as  an  acknow¬ 
ledgement  of  the  right,  after  the  lofs  of  forty 
battles,  than  millions  without  it.  He  com¬ 
puted  the  expence  of  the  troops  now  employed 
in  America  for  their  defence,  as  he  called  it,  to 
amount  to  nine  pence  in  the  pound  of  the  land 
tax  of  England,  while  the  produce  of  the  ft — p 
act  would  not  raife  one  (hilling  an  head  on  the 
inhabitants  of  Am - a :  He  failed  not  to  ex¬ 

patiate  on  the  ingratitude  of  the  Colonies,  and 
concluded  with  charging  the  m — ft — s  of  en¬ 
couraging  petitions  to  p — rl— nt  and  inflections 
to  members  from  the  trading  and  manufacturing 
towns  againft  the  ft — p  act. 

Mr.  P« - ,  who,  according  to  the  prevailing 

report,  was  not  to  appear  in  the  houfe  any  more, 
but  to  be  created  an  earl,  was  the  next  fpeaker. 
Every  friend  of  his  country  rejoiced  to  fee  this 
rumour  contradicted  by  his  prefence  ;  as  he  al¬ 
ways  begins  very  low,  and  every  body  was  in 
agitation  on  his  firft  rifing,  it  was  difficult  to 
hear  his  introduction,  until  he  faid, 

44  T  CAME  this  day  to  town,  and  until  I 
44  jf^  heard  them  read  in  this  houfe  I  was  a 

4t  ftranger  to  the  tenor  of  his  m - y’s  fpeech 

44  and  the  propofed  addrefs. - Unconnected — 

44  unconfulted,  1  have  not  the  means  of  infor- 
44  mation  :  I  am  fearful  of  offending  thro’  mif- 
44  take,  therefore  beg  to  be  indulged  with  a  fe- 
44  cond  reading  of  the  propofed  addrefs. 

The  addrefs  being  read,  Mr.  P- -  com¬ 

mended  the  k — ’s  fpeech,  approved  of  the 
addrefs,  as  it  decided  nothing ;  every  member 
being  left  by  it  at  liberty  to  take  fuch  a  part 

concerning  Am - a  as  he  might  afterwards  lee 

fit. 
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tit.  The  word  early  he  did  not  approve  of,  it 
did,  he  faid,  belong  to  the  notice  that  the 
m- — — y  have  given  to  the  p — -rl — m — t  of  the 

troubles  in  Am - a  - —  in  a  matter  of  fuch 

importance  it  fhould  have  been  immediate. 
u  I  fpeak  not  with  refpeCt  of  parties,  I  ftand 
up  in  this  place  fingle  and  unconnected — as 
“  to  the  laft  m - y  (turning  to  Mr.  Gr — v — le) 
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every  capital  meafure  they  have  taken,  has 
been  entirely  wrong.  As  to  the  prefent  gen¬ 
tlemen,  thofe  at  leaft  whom  I  have  in  my 
eye  (looking  at  the  bench  where  C — w — y 

iC  fat  with  the  1 — s  of  the  t - y)  I  have  no 

objection  •  I  have  never  been  made  a  facrifice 
by  any  of  them  *  their  characters  are  fair, 
and  I  am  always  glad  when  men  of  fair  cha¬ 
racters  engage  in  his  m - y’s  fervice.  Some 

u  of  them  have  done  me  the  honour  to  afk  my 
poor  opinion  before  they  would  engage,  thefe 
will  do  me  the  juftice  to  own,  that  I  advifed 
them  to  engage.  But,  notwithstanding,  I 
love  to  be  explicit,  I  cannot  give  them  my 
confidence  ;  pardon  me,  gentlemen,  (bowing 

cc  to  the  t— - y  bench)  confidence  is  a  plant 

“  of  flow  growth  in  an  aged  bofom  ;  youth  is 
“  the  feafon  for  credulity  ;  comparing  events 
with  each  other,  reafoning  from  effects  to 
caufes — methinks  I  plainly  difcover  the  traces 
of  an  over-ruling  influence,  various  influence 
u  over  them.  There  is  in  the  a  Cl  of  fettlement 
a  claufe,  that  every  minifler  fhould  fign,  with 
his  name,  the  advice  he  gives  his  fovereign — 
“  would  it  were  well  obferved  !  I  have  had  the 
<c  honour  to  lerve  the  cr — n  ;  if  I  could  have 
fubmitted  to  influence  I  might  have  continued 
to  ferve ;  but  I  could  net  be  refponfible  for 

u  others 
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^  otbers  i  have  no  local  attachment,  indif¬ 
ferent  whether  a  man  had  been  rocked  in  his 
cradle  on  this  or  the  other  fide  of  the  Tweed, 
and  I  fought  for  merit  where-ever  it  was  to 

be  found  ;  it  is  my  boaft  I  was  the  firft  m _ r 

“  that  ever  looked  for  it,  and  when  I  found  it 
“  in  the  mountains  of  the  North,  I  called  it 
“  forth,  and  drew  thence  into  your  fervice  an 
44  hardy  and  intrepid  race  of  men  ;  men,  who, 
“  bY  your  jealoufy,  a  prey  to  the  artifice  of 

your  enemies,  had  gone  nigh  to  over-turn  the 
“  ftate  in  the  war  before  the  laft.  Thefe  men, 
u  the  laid  war,  were  brought  to  combat  on  your 
44  fide  ;  they  ferved  with  fidelity,  as  they  fought 
44  with  valour,  and  conquered  for  you  in  every 

“  part  of  the  World. - Detefted  by  the  na- 

44  tional  reflections  againft  them, '  which  are 
44  unjuft,  groundlefs,  illiberal,  unmanly.  It 
44  v/as  not  the  country  of  the  men  by  which  I 
44  was  moved ;  but  that  the  men  of  that  coun- 
44  try  wanted  wifdom,  and  held  principles  in- 
44  compatible  with  freedom. 

44  It  is  a  long  time,  Mr.  fp - r,  fince  I  have 

44  attended  the  p - 1.  When  the  refolution 

44  was  taken  to  t — x  Am - a  I  was  ill  in  bed 

44  — when  the  aft  palled,  I  was  ill  in  bed;  if  I 
44  could  have  endured  to  have  been  carried  in 
44  my  bed,  fo  great  was  the  agitation  of  my 
44  mind  for  the  confequence,  I  would  have  fo- 
44  licited  fome  kind  hand  to  have  laid  me  down 
44  on  this  floor,  to  have  born  my  teftimony 
44  againft  it — it  is  now  an  aft  which  has  pafled. 

44  I  would  fpeak  with  a  decency  of  every  aft 
44  of  this  h — fe,  but  I  muft  beg  of  this  h — fe, 

44  indulgence  to  fpeak  of  it  with  freedom, — I 
u  hope  a  day  may  be  appointed  to  confider  the 

44  ftate 
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“  ftate  of  the  nation,  with  refpedt  to  Am - 

“  I  hope  that  all  gentlemen  will  come  to  the 
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u  debate,  with  that  temper  and  impartiality 
u  which  his  majefty  recommends,  and  the  i im¬ 
portance  of  the  fubjedt  requires  ;  a  fubjedt  of 
greater  importance  than  ever  engaged '  the 
u  attention  of  this  houfe,  that  fubjedt  only  e: 
cepted,  when,  near  a  century  ago,  it  was 
queftion  whether  you  yourfelves  were  to  be 
u  bond  or  free. 

“  In  the  mean  time,  as  I  cannot  depend  on 
health  for  any  future  day,  fuch  is  the  nature 
of  my  infirmity,  I  will  beg  to  fay  a  few  words 
at  prefent;  leaving  the  juftice,  the  equity, 
the  policy,  the  expediency  of  the  act,  to  ano¬ 
ther  time,  I  will  only  fpeak  of  one  point,  a 
point  which  feems  not  to  have  been  generally 

underftood,  I  mean  the  right. - Some  gen- 

u  tlemen  (alluding  to  Mr.  N — g — t)  feem  to 
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have  confidered  it  as  a  point  of  honour;  ir 
gentlemen  confider  it  in  that  light,  they  lofe 
all  fight  of  right  and  wrong,  by  following  a 
delufion  which  mud  lead  to  deftrudtion. 

“  It  is  my  opinion  that  this  kingdom  has  no 
right  to  lay  a  tax  on  the  c — 1 — n — s  ;  at  the 
fame  time  I  affert  the  authority  of  this  king¬ 
dom  over  the  c — 1 — n — s  to  be  fovereign  and 
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fupreme  in  every  circumftance  of  government 
and  legiflation  whatfoever ;  they  were  lub- 
jedts  of  this  kingdom  equally  in  titled  by 
your  laws  to  all  the  natural  rights  of  manhood 
and  the  peculiar  privileges  of  Englifhmen  ; 
equally  bound  to  its  laws,  and  equally  par¬ 


ticipating  of  its  conftitution.  The  A 


are  foils,  not  baftards  of  England,  but  ac- 
“  cording  to  the  conftitution  of  this  free  country. 
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taxation  is  no  part  of  the  governing  or  legis¬ 
lative  power  *  taxes  are  the  voluntary  grant 
or  gift  of  the  commons  alone ;  in  legiflation, 
“  the  three  eftates  of  the  realm  are  alike  con- 
u  cerned ;  but  the  concurrence  of  the  peers 
^  and  the  crown  to  a  tax  is  only  neceflary  to 
clothe  it  with  the  form  of  a  law :  the  gift  and 
“  grant  is  of  the  commons  alone. 

In  ancient  days  the  cr — n,  the  barons  and 
the  clergy,  gave,  and  granted  to  the  cr — n  ; 
they  gave  and  granted  what  was  their  own. 

At  prefent,  fince  the  difcovery  of  Am - a, 

u  the  c - ns  are  become  the  proprietors  of 

the  lands;  the  cr — n  has  diverted  itfelf  of 
its  great  eftates;  the  church  (God  blefs  it) 
has  but  a  pittance  ;  the  property  of  the  1 — ds, 

compared  with  that  of  the  c - ns,  is  as  a 

drop  of  water  to  the  ocean  •  and  this  houfe 
reprefents  thofe  c - ns,  and  thofe  proprie¬ 

tors  virtually  reprefent  the  reft  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants:  We  therefore,  in  this  houfe,  give 

and  grant,  what  is  our  own  ;  but  in  an  A - -n 

tax,  what  do  we  do?  We  your  m - y’s 

c - ns  of  Great  Britain,  give  and  grant  to 

your  m - y,  what  ?  Our  own  property  ? 
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V. 


No ;  we  give  and  grant  to  your  m 

“  the  property  of  your  m - yJs  commons  in 

u  Am - a,  an  abfurdity  in  terms.  This  dif- 

tinftion  between  legiflation  and  taxation,  is 
effentially  necelfary  to  liberty  ;  the  cr — n  and 
the  p — is,  are  equally  legiflative  powers 

u  with  the  c - -ns.  if  taxation,  then,  be  a 

part  of  fimple  legiflation,  the  cr — n  and  the 
p — rs  have  rights  in  taxation,  as  well  as  your- 
lelves,  rights  which  they  will  claim,  which 
they  will  exercife,  whenfoever  the  principal 
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can  be  fupported  with  power.  There  is  an 
idea  in  Some,  that  the  c — 1 — n — s  are  virtually 
reprefented  in  this  h — fe,  I  would  fain  know 

by  whom  an  Am - n  is  reprefented  here? 

Is  he  reprefented  by  any  kn — t  of  the  fhire 

of  any  county  in  the  k - m,  would  to  God 

that  refpeftable  representation  were  augment- 
ed  to  a  greater  number  !  Or  will  you  tell  him 
he  is  reprefented  by  a  representative  of  a 

b - gh  ;  a  b - gh  which,  perhaps,  was 

never  Seen  by  its  representative  ;  a  b - gh 

which,  perhaps,  no  man  ever  Saw  ;  this  has 
been  called  the  rotten  part  of  the  c — ft — tion, 
it  will  not  probably  endure  for  another  cen¬ 
tury;  if  it  does  not  drop  off  of  itfelf,  it 
mult  be  amputated :  But  the  idea  of  a  vir¬ 
tual  representation  of  Am - a  in  this  houfe 

is  the  molt  contemptible  notion,  that  ever 
entered  into  the  head  of  man,  it  does  not  de¬ 
fer  ve  a  Serious  confutation. 

<•  The  c—  — ns  of  Am - a,  reprefented  in 

their  Several  affemblies,  have  ever  been  in  the 
poflfeflion  of  the  exercife  of  their  constitutional 
right  of  giving  and  granting  their  own  mo¬ 
ney,  they  would  have  been  Slaves  if  they  had 
not  enjoyed  it ;  at  the  fame  time  this  king¬ 
dom,  as  the  fupreme  governing  and  legisla¬ 
tive  power,  has  always  bound  the  c — 1 — n — s 


u  by  her  laws,  by  her  regulations,  by  her  re- 
u  ftriftions  in  trade,  in  navigation,  manufac- 
“  tures,  in  every  article  whatfoever,  except  that 
cc  of  taking  the  money  out  of  their  pockets, 
*,c  without  their  confent.  Here  then  I  would 
“  draw  the  line. 
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ghuim  ultra ,  citraque  nequit  cmififtere  re  than. 


Mr.  P —  fpoke  feme  time  after,  but  in  a 
voice  fo  low  that  none  but  thofe  who  fat  near 
him  could  diftinguifli  what  he  laid.  A  confi- 
derable  paufe  enfued  ;  Mr.  C — nw* — y  then  got 
tip 9  and  laid  he  waited  to  fee  whether  any  an- 
fwer  would  be  given  to  what  was  advanced  bv 


the  r — t  h — — ble  gentleman,  referving  himfelf, 
in  expectation  of  a  reply ;  but  as  none  had 
been  given,  he  had  only  to  declare,  that  his 
fen  timer  ts  were  entirely  conformable  to  diofe  of 
that  gentleman,  “  that  they  are  fo  conformable 
(he  laid)  “  is  a  circumftance  that  aflfedts  me 
u  with  moft  fenfible  pleafure,  and  does  me  the 
greateft  honour.  But  two  things  fell  from 
that  gentleman  which  gave  me  pain,  as  what- 
a  ever  falls  from  that  gentleman,  falls  from  fo 
“  great  a  height  as  to  make  a  deep  impreflion  ; 
I  muft  endeavour  to  remove  it.  It  was  ob- 

u  jefted,  that  the  notice  given  to  p - 1,  of 

■c  the  troubles  in  Am - a  was  not  early  ;  I 

u  can  allure  the  houfe  the  firft  accounts  were 
u  too  vague  and  imperfeft,  to  be  worthy  the 

attention  of  p - 1,  ’tis  only  of  late  they 

have  been  precife  and  full.  An  over-ruling 
influence  has  alfo  been  hinted  at ;  I  have  feeti 
nothing  of  it.  I  feel  nothing  like  it.  1  dif- 
claim  it  for  myfelf,  and,  as  far  as  my  difcern- 
u  meat  can  reach,  for  all  the  refl;  of  his 

m — — y’s  mi - rs.  I  did  not  ride  into  place 

upon  a  ftalking  horfe.” 

It  fhould  have  been  obferved,  that  Mr.  P — , 
fpeaking  of  liberty,  laid  it  had  been  made  ufe 
of  as  a  ftalking  horfe  to  ride  into  place. 

u  Now 


(  II  ') 

u  Now  I  am  in,  were  I  fenfihle  I  had  done  fb, 
u  I  would  turn  the  reins,  and  ride  out  again. ” 

u  Mr.  P — ,  in  anfwer,  laid,  44  the  excufe  is 
44  valid  ;  if  it  is  a  juft  one,  that  muft  appear 

44  from  the  papers  now  before  the  h - e,  — • 

44  the  gemleman  has  fpoken  of  riding  into  place, 
44  and  riding  out  of  place;  my  advice  to  him 
44  is  not  to  be  ridden/ * 

In  the  interval,  Mr.  Gr — nv — lie  had  reco¬ 
vered  himfelf;  he  avoided  meddling  with  the 
dodlrine  of  taxation  being  confined  to  the  h — fe 

of  c - -s,  and  being  grounded  on  the  free  gift 

of  the  collective  body,  through  the  medium  ot 
the  reprefentative,  neither  did  he  attempt  to  de¬ 
fend  the  virtual  reprefentation  of  Am — a,  but 

began  with  cenfuring  the  prefent  m - y  fevere- 

ly  for  delaying  to  give  early  notice  to  p - 1  of 

the  difturbances in  Am — —a;  hefaid,  they  be¬ 
gan  in  July,  and  now  we  are  in  the  middle  of 
January,  44  lately  they  were  only  occurrences 

46  (the  word  ufed  in  the  k — g’s  f - -h,  Decem- 

44  ber  17th)  they  are  now  grown  into  diftur- 
44  bances,  to  tumults,  to  riots,  I  doubt  they 
44  border  upon  open  rebellion  ;  and  if  the  doc- 
44  trine  I  have  heard  this  day  be  confirmed,  I 
44  fear  they  will  lofe  that  name,  to  take  that  of 

44  a  rev - tion  ;  this  g - nt  over  them  being 

44  diffolved,  a  rev - tion  will  take  place  in 

44  Am - a. 

44  I  cannot  underftand  the  difference  between 
44  internal  and  external  taxes,  they  are  the  fame 
44  in  effecft,  and  differ  only  in  name. 

44  That  this  kingdom  is  the  fovereign,  the 

44  fupreme  legiilative  power,  over  Am - a,  is 

44  granted,  it  cannot  be  denied,  and  taxation 
44  is  a  part  of  that  fovereign  power  ;  it  is,  it  lias 

B  2  tc  been 
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“  been,  exercifed  over  thofe,  who  were  not  re- 
“  prefented  ;  ’tis  exercifed  over  the  Eafl  India 
“  company  merchants  of  London,  the  propric- 
“  tors  of  the  flocks,  and  over  many  great  and 
“  manufacturing  towns;  it  was  exercifed  over 
“  the  Palatinate  of  Durham,  and  bilhopric  of 
“  Chefler,  before  they  fent  any  reprefentatives 
“  to  parliament :  I  appeal  to  the  preambles  of 
the  aCts  which  gave  them  reprefentatives;  the 
one  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth,  the  other 
of  Charles  the  fecond.” 

He  then  quoted  the  flatutes  exactly,  defired 
they  might  be  read,  which  being  done,  he  refum¬ 
ed  his  difcourfe. 

“  When  I  propofed  to  tax  Am - a,  I  aiked 

ct  the  houfe,  whether  any  gentleman  objected 
“  to  the  right  ?  I  repeatedly  afked  it,  and  no 
“  man  would  attempt  to  deny  it ;  protection 
“  and  obedience  are  reciprocal ;  Great-Britain 

“  proteCls  Am - a.  Am - a  is  bound  to 

“  yield  obedience  ;  if  not,  tell  me,  when  the 

“  Am - s  were  emancipated  ?  When  they 

“  want  the  protection  of  this  kingdom,  they  are 
“  ready  enough  to  alk  it.  That  protection  has 
“  been  always  afforded  them  in  the  moll  full 
“  and  ample  manner  :  The  nation  has  run  itfelf 
“  into  an  immenfe  debt,  to  give  them  that  pro- 
“  teClion,  and  now  they  are  called  upon  to  con- 
“  tribute  a  fmall  fhare  towards  the  public  ex- 
“  pence,  an  expence  aiifing  from  themfelves, 
“  they  renounce  your  authority,  infult  your 
“  officers,  break  out,  I  might  almofl  fay,  into 
“  aCts  of  open  rebellion. 

“  This  leditious  fpirit  of  the  c — 1 — s  owes  its 
“  birth  to  the  factions  of  this  houfe.  Gentlc- 
“  men  are  carelefs  of  the  coniequences  of  what 

“  they 


<c  they  fay,  provided  it  anfwers  the  immediate 
tc  purpofe  of  oppofition.  We  were  told  we  trod 
44  on  tender  ground,  we  were  bad  to  expedt  dif- 
44  obedience  :  What  was  this  but  telling  the 

44  Am - nstoftand  up  againft  the  law?  To 

44  encourage  them  with  expectations  of  fupport 
44  from  hence  :  Let  us  only  hold  out  a  little, 
44  they  would  fay,  our  friends  wall  fooii  be  in 
44  power. 

44  Ungrateful  people  of  America  !  Bounties 
44  have  been  extended  to  them,  when  I  had  the 
44  honour  to  ferve  the  cr — n,  while  you  your- 
44  felves  were  loaded  with  enormous  debts  :  You 
44  have  given  bounties  on  their  lumber,  their 
44  iron,  their  hemp;  many  articles  you  have  re- 
44  laxed  in  their  favour:  the  act  of  navigation, 

that  palladium  of  Bntifh  commerce  :  And  yet 
44  I  have  been  abufed  in  all  the  public  prints,  as 
•44  an  enemy  to  the  trade  of  America.  1  have 
44  been  particularly  charged  with  giving  orders 
44  and  inftrudtions  to  prevent  their  Spanifh  trade, 
44  and  thereby  flopping  the  channels,  by  which 

44  alone  Nf - Am - a  ufed  to  be  fupplied 

44  with  cafh  for  remittances  to  this  country.  I 
44  defy  any  gentleman  to  produce  fuch  orders 
44  or  inftrudtions :  I  difcouraged  no  trade  but 
44  what  was  illicit,  what  was  prohibited  by  aft 
44  of  parliament.  I  defire  a  Weft-In di a  merchant, 
44  Mr.  L — g,  a  gentleman  of  character,  and  well 
44  known  in  this  city,  may  be  examined  ;  he  will 
44  tell  you,  I  offered  every  thing  in  my  power 
44  to  advance  the  trade  of  America.  I  was  above 
*4  anfwering  anonymous  calumnies,  but  now  it 
44  becomes  me  to  wipe  off  aipcrfions.” 

Here  Mr.  Gr — nv — lie  ceafed,  fever al  mem¬ 
bers  rofe  up  to  fpeak;  Mr.  P — -  teeming  to  rife 

'  ‘  1  th 
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the  houfe  was  fo  clamorous  for  him,  that  the 
fpeaker  called  it  to  order. 

Mr.  P —  then  began  by  prefacing,  that  he 
did  not  mean  to  have  gone  farther  on  the  fubje<ft 
that  day,  that  he  defigned  only  to  throw  out  a 
few  hints,  which  gentlemen,  who  were  fo  con¬ 
fident  of  the  right  of  this  kingdom  to  levy  taxes 
on  Am-— — a,  might  confider,  might  reflect 
upon,  in  a  cooler  manner.  That  the  right  was 
at  leaft  equivocal :  but,  fmce  the  gentleman  who 
fpoke  lafh,  had  not  flopped  on  that  ground,  but 
had  gone  into  the  whole,  into  the  juflice,  the 

equity,  the  policy,  the  expediency  of  the  f - p 

adt,  as  well  as  into  the  right,  he  would  follow 
him  into  the  whole  field,  and  combat  his  argu¬ 
ment  in  every  point.  He  was  proceeding,  when 

lord  S - e  got  up,  and  called  both  gentlemen 

to  order :  He  faid,  that  both  had  departed  from 
the  matter  before  the  houfe,  which  was  thek — ’s 
fpeech  ;  and  that  Mr.  P —  was  going  to  fpeak 
twice  in  the  fame  debate,  tho’  the  houfe  was  not 
in  a  committee. 


Mr.  G — e  On — w  faid,  they  were  both  in  or¬ 
der,  as  there  was  nothing  faid  but  what  was  fair¬ 
ly  deducible  from  his  m - ’s  fpeech  and  ap¬ 

pealed  to  the  fp — — r. — The  fp— r  decided  in 

Mr.  Q — w’s  favour. 

Then  Mr.  P—  faid,  “  I  do  not  apprehend  J 
am  {peaking  twice,  f  did  exprefsly  referve  a 
part  of  my  fubjeft,  in  order  to  fave  the  time 
of  the  houfe ;  but  am  compelled  to  proceed  in 
it.  I  do  not  fpeak  twice;  1  only  finifh  what 
I  had  designedly  left  imperfect;  but  Should 
the  houfe  be  of  a  different  opinion,  far  be  it 
from  me  to  indulge  a  wifii  of  tranfgreffing 

aeainft  order;  if  it  be  your  plea  fu  re  1  am  fi- 

“  lent.” 


tc 


u 
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u  lent.”  Here  he  paufed  ;  the  houfe  refounding 
with,  a  go  on,  go  on,”  he  then  proceeded: 

a  Thofe  gentlemen,  who  have  charged  this 
“  houfe  with  giving  birth  to  fedition  in  Am — a, 
u  have  fpoken  their  fentiments  with  freedom 
“  againfl  thofe  unhappy  people — that  freedom 
“  has  become  their  crime,  and  I  am  forry  to 
“  hear  the  liberty  of  fpeech,  in  this  houfe,  im- 
iC  puted  as  a  ciime  ;  but  the  imputation  fhall  not 
a  difcourage  me :  It  is  a  liberty  which  I  mean 
a  to  exercife.  No  gentleman  fhould  be  afraid 
“  to  exercife  it;  it  is  a  liberty  by  which  the 
“  gentleman  who  calumniates  it,  might  himfelf 
u  have  profited,  he  ought  to  have  profited,  and 
iC  to  have  defifted  from  his  projedts,  The  gen- 
u  tleman  tells  us  Am — a  is  obftinate  ;  Am — a 
tc  is  almoft  in  open  rebellion.  I  rejoice  that 

“  Am - a  has  refilled.  Three  millions  of 

u  people,  fo  dead  to  all  feelings  of  liberty  as 
“  voluntarily  to  fubmit  to  be  Haves,  would  have 
u  been  fit  inflruments  to  make  Haves  of  all  the 
u  reft.  I  come  not  here  armed  at  all  points 
iC  with  law-cafes  and  abts  of  parliament,  with 
u  the  ftatute  book  doubled  down  into  dog’s  ears, 
u  to  defend  the  caufe  of  liberty:  If  I  had,  I 
u  fhould  myfelf  have  cited  the  two  cafes  of 
cc  Durham  and  Chefter;  I  v/ould  have  cited 
iC  them  to  have  (hewn  that  even  in  arbitrary 
a  reigns,  parliaments  were  afhamed  to  tax  the 
l<  people  without  their  confent,  and  allowed 
u  them  reprefentatives.  Why  did  the  gentle- 
€C  man  confine  himfelf  to  Durham  and  Chefter? 
‘‘  he  might  have  taken  a  higher  example  in 
a  Wales:  Wales,  which  never  was  taxed  bv 

“  p - nt  until  it  was  incorporated.  I  would 

u  not  debate  a  particular  point  of  law  with  the 

u  gentle- 

c/ 
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gentleman.  I  know  his  abilities,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  his  diligent  refearches  ;  but  for  the 
defence  of  liberty  upon  a  general  principle,  a 
conftitutional  principle,  it  is  a  ground  on 
which  I  ft  and  firm,  on  which  I  dare  meet  any 
man.  The  gentleman  tells  of  many  who  are 
taxed  and  are  not  reprefented.  The  India 
company  merchants,  ftockholders,  manufac¬ 
turers  :  Surely  many  of  thefe  are  reprefented 
in  other  capacities  as  owners  of  lands,  or  as 
u  freemen  of  boroughs.  It  is  a  misfortune  that 


CC 
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men  are  not  actually  reprefented  ;  but  they  are 
all  inhabitants,  and  as  fuch  are  virtually  re¬ 


el 
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cc 


prefen  ted.  Many  have  it  in  their  option  to 
to  be  actually  reprefented.  They  have  con¬ 
nections  with  thofe  who  eleCi,  and  they  have 
an  influence  over  them. — The  gentleman 
mentioned  the  ftockholders,  I  hope  he  does 
not  reckon  the  debts  of  the  nation,  as  part  of 


“  the  national  eftate.  Since  the  acceflion  of 
6C  king  William,  many  minifters,  fome  of  great. 


a  others  of  moderate  abilities,  have  taken  the 
lead  in  government.” - [He  then  went 


cc 


cc 


through  the  lift  of  them,  bringing  it  down  to 
himfelf,  giving  a  fhort  fketch  of  the  character 
of  each]  u  None  of  thefe  ever  dreamed  of  rob¬ 
bing  the  colonies  of  their  conftitutional  rights, 
it  was  referved  to  make  the  CEra  of  the  late 
adminiftration ;  not  that  there  were  wanting 
fome,  when  I  had  the  honour  to  ferve  his 

m - y,  to  propofe  to  me,  the  burning  my 

fingers  in  the  Am - n  ft — p  aCt ;  with  the 


cc 


enemy  at  their  backs,  with  our  bayonets  at 
a  their  breafts.  In  the  day  of  their  dill  refs, 
perhaps  the  A - ns  would  have  fubmitted 


to  the  impofition,  but  it  would  have  been  tak- 
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ing  an  ungenerous  and  unjuft  advantage  - _ 

The  gentleman  boafts  of  his  bounties  to 
.Am  —a  •  are  tliefe  bounties  finally  intended 
for  the  benefit  of  this  kingdom  ?  If  they  are 
where  is  his  peculiar  favour  to  Am _ a  ?  If 

they  are  not,  he  has  mifapphed  the  national 
treafure. 

“  }  am  no  courtier  of  A - -a,  I  ftand  up  for 

this  kingdom,  I  maintain,  that  p — rl _ m 

has  a  right  to  bind,  to  reftrain  Am - -a 

Our  legiflative  power  over  the  colonies  is  fove- 
reign  and  fupreme ;  when  it  ceafts  to  be  fove- 
reign  and  fupreme,  I  advife  every  gentleman 
to  fell  his  lands,  if  he  can,  and  embark  for 
that  country.  When  two  countries  are  con¬ 
ned,  as  England  and  her  colonies,  without 
without  being  incorporated,  the  one  muft  ne- 
ceftariiy  govern  the  other.  The  greater  muft 
rule  the  Idler  ;  but  fhe  muft  fo  rule  it,  as 
not  to  contradid  the  fundamental  principles 
that  are  common  to  both.  If  the  gentleman 
undeiftands  not  the  difference  between  inter¬ 
nal  and  external  taxes,  I  cannot  help  it ;  there 
is  a  plain  difference  between  taxes  levied  for 
the  purpofe  of  raffing  a  revenue,  and  duties 
nnpofed  for  the  regulation  of  trade,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  fubjed,  altho’  in  the 
confequences  fome  revenue  might  arife  acci¬ 
dentally  from  the  latter. 

“  The  gentleman  afks,  when  the  c- - s  were 

emancipated  ?  I  defire  to  know,  when  they 
wem  made  Haves  ?  but  I  dwell  not  upon  words 

Tv  hile  I  had  the  nonour  of  fervir-g  ins  in- _ -v 

I  availed  myfelf  of  the  means  of  information 
which  I  derived  from  my  office  ;  I  fpeak,  there¬ 
fore,  from  knowledge;  my  materials  were 
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good,  and  i  was  at  pains  to  digeft,  to  colled, 
to  confider  tlicra :  I  will  be  bold  to  affirm,  that 
the  profits  to  Great-Britain  from  the  trade  of 
its  colonies,  through  all  its  branches,  is  two 
millions  a  year.  This  is  the  fund  that  carried 
you  triumphantly  through  the  late  war. 
Threefcore  years  ago,  eftates  that  were  then  at 
two  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  are  now  at  three 
thoufand.  Thofe  eftates  then  fold  from  fif¬ 
teen  to  eighteen  years  purchafe,  the  fame  may 
now  be  fold  for  thirty.  You  owe  this  to 
Am — a:  this  is  the  price  that  Am — -a  pays 
you  for  her  protection.  And  fhall  a  miterable 
financer  come  with  a  boaft,  that  he  can  filch 
a  pepper-corn  into  the  exchequer,  to  the  lofs 
of  millions  to  tire  nation  ?  I  dare  not  fay  how 
much  higher  :  It  is  poffible  thefe  profits  may 
be  augmented,  omitting  the  great  increafe  oi 
people  by  natural  population  in  the  northern 
colonies,  and  the  emigration  from  every  part 
of  Europe.  1  am  convinced  the  whole  commer¬ 
cial  fyftem  of  Am - a  may  be  allowed  to 

advantage;  you  have  prohibited,  when  you 
ollght  to  have  encouraged ;  you  have  encou¬ 
raged  when  you  ought  to  have  prohibited  ; 
improper  reftraints  have  been  laid  on  the  con¬ 
tinent,  in  favour  of  the  iilands.  You  have 
but  two  nations  to  trade  with  in  Am— a 
(would  you  had  twenty)  let  ads  of  p  -a,, 
in  contcquence  of  treaties,  remain.  But  let 

not  an  E _ fit  minifter,  become  a  cuftom- 

houfe  officer  for  S— n,  for  any  foreign  power : 
Much  is  wrong,  much  may  be  amended  lor 
the  general  good  of  the  whole.  Does  the 
gentleman  complain  that  he  has  been  mifre- 

prefentcd  in  the  public  prints?  It  is  a  common 
1  ~  u  mu- 
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fh  affair  in  the  la  ft 
I  was  abufed  in  all  the  news-papers,  for 


abufe  was 


having  advifed  his  majefty  to  violate  the  laws 
of  nations  with  regard  to  S — n  ;  tli 
induftrioufly  circulated,  even  in  hand-bi 

u  The  admi - — n  propagated  theabufe.  Ine- 

“  ver  contradicted  it — 1  will  not  fay  what  acjvic 
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I  did  give  the  k — g,  my  advice  is  in  writing, 
figned  by  myfelf,  and  in  pofleffio'n  of  the 
c — n.  But  I  will  fay  what  advice  I  did  not 


“  give  the  k- 


U 


g,  I  did  not  advife  the  k — g  to 


violate  any  of  the  laws  of  nations. 

“  As  to  the  report  of  the  gentleman’s  prevent¬ 
ing  in  fome  way,  the  trade  for  bullion  with  the 
Spaniards,  it  was  fpoken  of  fo  confidently,  that 
1  own  I  was  one  of  thofe  who  did  believe  it  to  be 
true;  the  gentleman  muft  not  wonder  that  he 
was  not  contradicted,  when,  as  a  miaifter,  h 


a 


\ 

afferted  the  right  of  p — 1 — m— t  to  t — x  A - a. 


I  know  not  how  it  is,  but  there  is  a  modefty  in 
this  h — fe,  that  does  not  choofe  to  contradict  a 
m — ft — r.  I  wifh  gentlemen  would  get  the  bet¬ 
ter  of  that  modefty ;  if  they  do  not,  perhaps  the 
collective  body  may  begin  to  abate  of  its  reipeCt 
for  the  rep- - e.” 


“  Lord  Bacon  has  told  me,  that  a  great  quef- 
tion  would  not  fail  of  being  agitated  at  one  time 
or  other;  I  was  willing  to  agitate  that  of  the 
German  war.  Nobody  would  object  to  it,  one 
gentleman  only  excepted;  fince  removed  into 
the  upper  houfe  by  fucceffion  to  an  ancient  baro 
ny ;  he  told  me  he  did  not  like  my  German  war, 
I  honoured  the  man  for  it,  and  was  forry  when 
he  was  turned  out  of  his  poft.” 

A  great  deal  has  been  faid  out  of  doors,  of 

the  power  and  ftrength  of  Am - a.  It  is  a 

C  2  topic 
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topic  that  ought  to  be  cautioufly  meddled  with. 
In  a  good  caufe,  on  a  found  bottom,  the  force  of 

this  country  can  crufh  Am - a  to  atoms.  I 

know  the  valour  of  your  troops,  I  know  the  (kill 
of  your  officers;  There  is  not  a  company  of  foot 

that  has  ferved  in  Am - a  out  of  which  you 

may  not  pick  a  man  of  fufficient  knowledge  and 
experience,  to  make  3  governor  of  a  colony 
there ;  but  on  a  dangerous  ground,  on  the  ft — p 
a—,  .where  fo  many  here  will  think  it  a  crying 
injuftice  (I  am  one  will  lift  up  my  hands  againft 
it)  in  fuch  a  caufe  your  fuccefs  would  be  hazar¬ 
dous.  Am - a,  if  fhe  falls,  would  fall  like  a 

ftrong  man  ;  fhe  would  embrace  the  pillars  of  the 

ftate  and  pull  down  the  con — — n  along  with 
her.”  5 

Is  this  your  boafted  peace  ?  Not  to  fheath 
your  fword  in  the  fcabbard,  but  to  (heath  it  in 
the  bowels  of  your  countrymen. — Will  you 
quarrel  with  your  felves,  now  that  the  whole 
houfe  of  Bourbon  is  united  againft  you?  While 

e  difturbs  your  fifheries  at  Newfoundland, 
embarrafles  your  have  trade  in  Africa,  and  with¬ 
holds  from  your  f — £ts  in  Canada  their  property, 
stipulated  by  treaty,  while  the  r — om  of  the 
Manillas  is  denied  by  S — n,  and  its  conqueror 

B - y  traduced  as  a  mean  plunderer.  The 

gentleman  whofe  noble  and  generous  fpirit  would 
do  honour  to  the  proudeft  grandee  of  their 
country.” 

“  Say  the  Am — ans  have  not  adled  in  all 
things  with  prudence  and  temper;  they  have 
been  wronged,  they  have  been  driven  to  mad- 
nefs  by  injuftice:  Will  you  punifh  them  for  the 
madnefs  you  have  created  ?  Rather  let  prudence 
$rid  temper  come  firft  from  this  fide.  I  will  un¬ 
dertake 


(  21  ) 

dertake  for  A — —a  that  fhe  will  follow  the  ex¬ 
ample.  There  are  two  lines  of  the  poet  Prior 
for  a  man’s  behaviour  to  his  wife,  fo  applicable 
to  you,  and  your  colonies,  I  cannot  help  repeat¬ 
ing  them, 

“  Be  to  her  faults  a  little  blind, 
u  Be  to  her  Virtues  very  kind. 

“  Upon  the  whole,  I  will  beg  leave  to  tell  the 
houfe  what  is  my  real  opinion  :  It  is  that  the  ft— p 
be  repealed  abfolutely,  totally  and  imme¬ 
diately.  That  the  reafon  of  the  repeal  be  align¬ 
ed,  becaufe  it  was  founded  upon  erroneous  prin¬ 
ciples  ;  at  the  fame  time  let  the  fovereign  autho¬ 
rity  of  this  country  over  the  colonies  be  aflerted 
in  as  ftrong  terms  as  can  be  advifed — and  be 
made  to  extend  to  every  point  of  legiflation 
whatfoever :  That  we  may  bind  their  trade,  con¬ 
fine  their  manufactures,  and  exercife  every  power 
whatfoever,  except  that  of  taking  their  money 
out  of  their  pockets  without  their  confents.” 

N.  B.  Mr.  P —  obferved,  that  the  man  who 
is  an  enemy  to  the  liberty  of  Am— a,  is  a  dan¬ 
gerous  man  to  the  liberty  of  his  own  country, 
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HEN  I  fpoke  laft  on  this  fubjeft,  I 
v  f  thought  I  had  delivered  my  fenti- 
nients  fo  fully,  and  fupported  them  with  fuch 
reafons,  and  fuch  authorities,  that  I  appre¬ 
hended  I  fhould  be  under  no  neceffity  of  trou¬ 
bling  your - again.  But  I  am  now  com¬ 

pelled  to  rife  up,  and  to  beg  your  further  in¬ 
dulgence  :  I  find  that  I  have  been  very  inju- 
rioutly  treated  ;  have  been  confidered  as  the 
broacher  of  new-fangled  doctrines,  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  and  fubverfive 

of  the  rights  of  p - 1,  - ,  this  is 

“  a  heavy 
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a  heavy  charge,  but  more  fo  when  made 
gam  ft  one  ftationed  as  I  am  in  both  capaci- 

nes,  as  P- - and  J - ,  the  defender  of  the 

law  and  the  conftitution.  When  I  fpoke  Jaft 
I  was  indeed  replied  to,  but  not  anfwered! 
In  the  intermediate  time,  many  things  have 
been  faid.  As  I  was  not  prefent,  I  muft  now 
eg  leave  to  anfwer  fuch  as  have  come  to  my 
knowledge.  As  the  affair  is  of  the  utmoft 
importance,  and  in  its  confequences  may  in¬ 
volve  the  fate  of  kingdoms,  I  took  the  ftritt- 
eft  review  of  my  arguments ;  I  re-examined 
all  my  authorities ;  fully  determined,  if  I 
found  myfelf  miftaken,  publickly  to  own  my 
miltake,  and  give  up  my  opinion  ;  but  my 
learches  have  more  and  more  convinced  me. 

that  the  B  h  p- - 1  have  no  right  to 

tax  the  Am-  s.  I  (ball  not  therefore  con- 
lider  the  declaratory  bill  now  lying  on  your 
t-  e;  for  to  what  purpofe,  but  lofs  of 

time,  to  confider  the  particulars  of  a  - - 

the  very  exiftence  of  which  is  illegal,  abfo- 
lutely  illegal,  contrary  to  the  fundamental 
laws  of  nature,  contrary  to  the  fundamental 
laws  of  this  conftitution  ?  a  conftitution 
grounded  on  the  eternal  and  immutable  laws 
of  nature  ;  a  conftitution  whofe  foundation 
and  centre  is  liberty,  which  fends  liberty  to 
every  fubjedt  that  is  or  may  happen  to  be 
within  any  part  of  its  ample  circumference. 

Nor,  - ,  is  the  dodtrine  new,  ’tis  as 

old  as  the  conftitution  ;  it  grew  up  with  it, 
indeed  it  is  its  fupport ;  taxation  and  repre¬ 
sentation  are  infeparably  united  ,  God  hath 

joined  them,  no  E — — h  p— - 1  can  ftpa- 

rate  them  ;  tg  endeavour  to  do  it,  is  to  ftab 

u  our 
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“  our  very  vitals.  Nor  is  this  the  firft  time  this 
u  doftrine  has  been  mentioned  ;  feventy  years 


pamphlet  was  publifhed. 


44  recommending  the  levying  a  parliamentary 
44  tax  on  one  of  the  colonies;  this  pamplet  was 
44  anfwered  by  two  others,  then  much  read  ; 
4C  thefe  totally  deny  the  power  of  taxing  the 
44  colonies  ;  and  why  ?  becaufe  the  colonies  had 
44  no  reprefentatives  in  parliament,  to  give  con- 
44  fent  *,  no  anfwer  public  or  private,  was  given 


to  thefe  pamplets,  no  cenfure  palled  upon 


44  them  ;  men  were  not  ftartled  at  the  dodlrine, 
44  as  either  new  or  illegal,  or  derogatory  to  the 

44  rights  of  p - 1.  I  do  not  mention  thefe 

44  pamphlets  by  way  of  authority,  but  to  vin- 
44  dicate  myfelf  from  the  imputation  of  having 
44  firft  broached  this  doctrine. 


I  repeat  it - 1  will 


44  My  pofition  is  this - 1 


taxation  and 


44  maintain  it  to  my  laft  hour, 


44  reprefentation  are  infeparable ; 


44  tion  is  founded  on  the  laws  of  nature ;  it  is 
44  more,  it  is  itfelf  an  eternal  law  of  nature  ; 
44  for  whatever  is  a  man’s  own,  is  abfolutely  his 
*4  own  ;  no  man  hath  a  right  to  take  it  from 
44  him  without  his  confent,  either  expreffed  by 
44  himfelf  or  reprefentative  ;  whoever  attempts 
44  to  do  it,  attempts  an  injury  ;  whoe^r  does  it, 
44  commits  a  robbery;  he  throws  down  and  de- 
44  ftroys  the  diftin<ftion  between  liberty  and 
44  ilavery.  Taxation  and  reprefentation  are 
44  coeval  with  and  eflential  to  this  conftitution. 
44  I  wifh  the  maxim  of  Machiavel  was  followed, 
44  that  of  examining  a  conftitution,  at  certain 
44  periods,  according  to  its  firft  principles  ;  this 
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4i  wifh  the  times  would  bear  it,  and  that  mens 
,<r  minds  were  cool  enough  to  enter  upon  fuch  a 
talk,  and  that  the  reprefentative  authority  ol 
u  this  kingdom  was  more  equally  fettled.  1  am 
“  fure  fome  hiftories,  of  late  publilhed,  have 
“  done  great  mifchief;  to  endeavour  to  fix  the 

46  iEra  when  the  houfe  of  c - s  began  in 

“  this  kingdom,  is  a  moft  pernicious  and  de- 
“  ftru&ive  attempt ;  to  fix  it  an  Edward’s  or 
u  Henry’s  reign,  is  owing  to  the  idle  dreams  of 
u  fome  whimfical,  ill-judging  antiquarians:  but, 

u  _ - ,  this  is  a  point  too  important  to  be 

“  left  to  fuch  wrong-headed  people.  When 

u  did  the  houfe  of  c - s  firft  begin  ?  when, 

u  — - ?  it  began  with  the  conftitution,  it 

“  grew  up  with  the  conftitution  ;  there  is  not 
“  a  blade  of  grafs  growing  in  the  moft  obfcure 
“  corner  of  this  kingdom,  which  is  not,  which 
“  was  not  ever  reprefented  fmce  the  conftitution 
^  began  ;  there  is  not  a  blade  of  grafs,  which, 
“  when  taxed,  was  not  taxed  by  the  con  fen  t  of 
“  the  proprietor.  There  is  a  hiftory  written  by 
one  Carte,  a  hiftory  that  moft  people  now  fee 
cc  through*,  and  there  is  another  favourite  hif- 
u  tory,  much  read  and  admired.  I  will  not 

u  name  the  author,  your - muft  know 

whom  I  mean,  and  you  muft  know  from 
a  whence  he  pilfered  his  notions,  concerning  the 

u  firft  beginning  of  the  houfe  of  c — - s* 

a  — - ,  I  challenge  any  one  to  point  out 

a  the  time  when  any  tax  was  laid  upon  any 

u  perfon  by  p - 1,  that  perfon  being  unre- 

4t  prefented  in  p - 1.  - - the  p - 1 

u  laid  a  tax  upon  the  palatinate  of  Chefter, 
“  and  ordered  commiliioners  to  coliedl  it  there; 
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as  c.ommiifioners  were  ordered  to  colletl  it  in 
other  counties ;  but  the  palatinate  refufed  to 
comply  ;  they  addrefled  the  king  by  petition, 

betting  forth,  that  the  Englifh  p - 1  had 

no  right  to  tax  them,  that  they  had  a  parlia¬ 
ment  of  their  own,  that  they  had  always 
taxed  themfelves,  and  therefore  defired  the 
king  to  order  his  commifiloners  not  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  — ,  the  king  received  the  peti¬ 
tion  ;  he  did  not  declare  them  either  fediti- 
ous  or  rebellious,  but  allowed  their  plea,  and 

they  taxed  themfelves.  Your- - ’may 

tee  both  the  petition  and  the  king’s  anfwer  in 
the  records  in  the  Tower.  The  clergy  taxed 

themfelves:  when  the  p  — — t  attempted 

to  tax  them,  they  ftoutly  refufed  ;  laid  they 
were  not  reprefented  there  ;  that  they  had  a 
parliament  of  their  own,  which  reprefented 
the  clergy  ;  that  they  would  tax  themfelves  • 
they  did  fo.  Much  ftrefs  has  been  laid  upon 
Wales,  before  it  was  united  as  it  now  is,  as 
if  the  king,  Handing  in  the  place  of  then- 
former  princes  of  that  country,  raifed  money 
by  his  own  authority:  but  the  real  faft  is 
otherwife  ;  for  I  find  that,  long  before  Wales 
was  fubdued,  the  northern  counties  of  that 
principality  had  reprefentatives  and  a  parlia¬ 
ment  or  aiTembly.  As  to  Ireland, - - , 

before  that  kingdom  had  a  p - 1  as  it 

now  has,  if  your - will  examine  the 

old  records,  you  will  find,  that  when  a  tax 
was  to  be  laid  on  that  country,  the  Irifh  fent 
over  here  reprefentatives;  and  the  fame  re¬ 
cords  will  inform  your- — what  wages  thsfe 
reprefentatives  received  from  their  conftitti- 

r>  2  “  ents. 
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from  the  whole 
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“  of  our  hiftory,  from  the  earlieft  period,  you 
"  will  find  that  taxation  and  reprefentation  were 
always  united  ;  fo  true  are  the  words  of-  that 
confummate  reafoner  and  politician  Mr  Locke. 
I  before  alluded  to  his  book  ;  I  have  again 
confulted  him  ;  and  finding  what  he  writes 
fo  applicable  to  the  fubject  in  hand,  and  fo 
much  in  favour  of  my  fentiments,  I  beg 
— -  leave  to  read  a  little  of  his 


your  ■ 
“  book. 
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The  fupreme  power  cannot  take  from  any 
man,  any  part  of  his  property,  without  his 
u  own  confent ;  and  B.  II.  p.  136 — 139,  par- 
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ticularly  140.  Such  are  the  words  of  this 

great  man,  and  which  are  well  worth  your 

fetious  attention.  His  principles  are 

•  * 


46  drawn  from  the  heart  of  our  conflitution, 
ic  which  he  thoroughly  under  flood,  and  will  lafl 
<c  as  long  as  that  fhall  laft ;  and,  to  his  immortal 
“  honour,  I  know  not  to  what,  under  provi- 
“  dence,  the  revolution  and  all  its  happy  effects, 
are  more  owing,  than  to  the  principles  of 
government  laid  down  by  Mr.  Locke.  For 

44  thefe  reafons,  ■ — - ,  I  can  never  give  my 

affent  to  any  bill  for  taxing  the  Am - n 
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s,  while  they  remain  unreprefented ; 


for  as  to  the  diftindtion  of  a  virtual  repre- 
“  fentation,  it  is  fo  abfurd  as  not  to  deferve  an 
anfwer  ■  I  therefore  pal's  it  over  with  contempt. 
The  forefathers  of  the  Am - ns  did  not 


leave  their  native  country,  and  fubjebt  them- 
felves  to  every  danger  and  diftrefs,  to  be  re¬ 
duced  to  a  fhtte  of  flavery  :  they  did  not  give 
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up  their  rights;  they  looked  for  protection. 


and  not  for  chains,  from  their  mother  coun¬ 
try  ;  by  her  they  expected  to  be  defended 
in  the  polfelfion  of  their  property,  and  not  to 
be  deprived  of  it ;  for,  lhould  the  prefent 
power  continue,  there  is  nothing  which  they 
can  call  their  own  ;  or,  to  ufe  the  words  of 
Mr.  Locke,  What  property  can  they  have  in 
that,  which  another  may,  by  right,  take, 
when  he  pleafes,  to  himfelf.” 
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